UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 
GREENEVILLE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) Civil No. 2:19-CV-93 

v. ) 

) Judge 

Columbia 12 gauge single-shot shotgun, no serial number, ) 

Unknown make or model .22 caliber single-shot rifle, ) 

no serial number, ) 

Savage model crack-shot 26 .22 caliber rifle, ) 

no serial number, ) 

Parkhurst 12 gauge double-barrel shotgun, ) 

no serial number, ) 

Montgomery Ward 12 gauge single-shot shotgun, ) 

serial number 846118, and ) 

Fifteen (15) rounds 12 gauge (14 Federal, one Remington) ) 

Ammunition, ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT IN REM 

Comes now the plaintiff, United States of America, by and through its attorneys, J. 
Douglas Overbey, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Tennessee, and Gretchen 
Mohr, Assistant United States Attorney, and brings this complaint and alleges as follows in 
accordance with Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Supplemental Rules for 
Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 


1. In this in rent civil action, the United States of America seeks forfeiture of: 

(a) Columbia 12 gauge single-shot shotgun, no serial number; 

(b) Unknown make or model .22 caliber single-shot rifle, no serial number; 
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(c) Savage model crack-shot 26 .22 caliber rifle, no serial number; 

(d) Parkhurst 12 gauge double-barrel shotgun, no serial number; 

(e) Montgomery Ward 12 gauge single-shot shotgun, serial number 846118; 
and 

(f) Fifteen (15) rounds 12 gauge (14 Federal, one Remington) ammunition, 
(hereinafter “defendant properties”). 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

3. The defendant properties were seized on January 11, 2018, at the residence of 
Lawrence Earhart at 125 Earhart Drive, Bristol, Tennessee, incident to his arrest by agents of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fireanns, and Explosives (“ATF”), United States Marshals Service, 
and other local officers. 

4. The defendant properties are in the custody of ATF. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to forfeit and condemn the 
defendant properties. This Court has jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United States 
under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(a). 

6. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant properties under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(b). Upon the filing of this complaint, the plaintiff requests that the Clerk issue an arrest 
warrant in rem pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i). The plaintiff will then execute the 
warrant upon the defendant properties pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d) and Supplemental Rule 
G(3)(c). 
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7. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A), because the 
acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district, and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1395(b) because the defendant properties are located in this district. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

8. The defendant properties are subject to forfeiture pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 

§ 924(d)(1), which authorizes civil forfeiture of firearms in possession of unlawful users of a 
controlled substance, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 

FACTS 

9. The facts and circumstances supporting the forfeiture of the defendant properties 
are as follows: 

a. Lawrence Powell Earhart, II [hereinafter “Earharf’] from whom the firearms were 
seized incident to his arrest, was a member of a drug trafficking organization operating in the 
Eastern District of Tennessee and Southwest Virginia during the time frame of the conspiracy 
charged in the Indictment on January 9, 2018, in EDTN Case No. 2:18-CR-17, United States v. 
Alosio, etal. Earhart and others were charged with violations of 21 U.S.C. §§ 846, 841(a)(l)and 
841(b)(1)(A), among other charges. 

b. On May 20, 2019, a Plea Agreement [Doc. 1017] was filed with the Court in 
which Earhart agreed to plead guilty to the lesser included offense of Count One of the 
Indictment, conspiracy to distribute five grams or more, but less than 50 grams of 
methamphetamine, its salts, its isomers, and salts of its isomers. In the Plea Agreement, Earhart 
agreed to forfeit his interest in, and agreed not to contest forfeiture of, the defendant properties 
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listed in paragraph 1, above. A change of plea hearing for Earhart is pending and is currently set 
for June 4, 2019. 

c. Since approximately January 2016 the organization obtained multi-kilogram 
quantities of crystal methamphetamine, from cities within the Eastern District of Tennessee as 
well as cities in Georgia, which was transported to the Tri-Cities area of the Eastern District of 
Tennessee and to Southwest Virginia, where it was distributed. 

d. On June 2, 2016, a traffic stop was conducted on a vehicle operated by Earhart 
near his residence in Blountville, Tennessee. He was arrested in possession of four (4) plastic 
baggies containing methamphetamine as well as three (3) dosage units of morphine sulphate. 
Earhart told officers that he had been using methamphetamine for a while and that he did not use 
it every day, but had developed a problem. Earhart also told officers that the methamphetamine 
in his possession that night belonged to the passenger in the vehicle, a co-conspirator, who gave 
it to him as they were getting pulled over. 

e. The officers seized Earhart’s cellular telephone during June 2, 2016, traffic stop, 
and a subsequent search of the phone revealed the following text messages: 

(1) On March 2, 2016, Earhart contacted a co-conspirator and ordered an 8-ball 
of methamphetamine (3.5 grams) and some hypodennic needles. Subsequently, on 
March 7, 2016, March 9, 2016, and April 8, 2016, Earhart sent text messages to the same 
co-conspirator and ordered additional methamphetamine and hypodennic needles. On 
April 11, 2016, Earhart contacted the co-conspirator and ananged to pay for the 
methamphetamine previously obtained. 

(2) On May 5, May 21, and May 23, 2016, Earhart ordered three 8-balls of 
methamphetamine from the same co-conspirator. 
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f. Earhart was interviewed on February 9, 2017, and reported he had been involved 
with methamphetamine for a long time, and had started distributing crystal methamphetamine 
from his residence located at 125 Earhart Drive, Bristol, Tennessee around January 2016. He 
admitted purchasing multiple 8-balls (3.5 grams) of methamphetamine at a time from a co¬ 
conspirator. 

g. The defendant properties were seized by agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms (“ATF”) on January 11, 2018, from Earhart, at 125 Earhart Drive, 

Bristol, Tennessee, incident to his arrest for charges in the Indictment. 

h. Because the defendant properties were involved in violations of 18 U.S.C. 

§ 922(g)(3), the defendant properties are subject to forfeiture to the United States in accordance 
with 18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1). 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

11. Plaintiff repeats and realleges each and every allegation set forth in paragraphs 1 
through 9 above, including, the subparts thereof. 

12. The defendant properties constitute properties involved in violations of 18 U.S.C. 
§ 922(g)(3). Accordingly, the defendant properties are subject to forfeiture to the United States 
in accordance with 18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1). 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, the United States of America prays that the Clerk issue a Warrant for 
Arrest In Rem for the defendant properties and that the defendant properties be condemned and 
forfeited to the United States of America in accordance with the provisions of law; that notice of 
this action be given to all persons known or thought to have an interest in or right against the 
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defendant properties; and that the plaintiff be awarded its costs in this action and for such other 
necessary and equitable relief as this Court deems proper. 


J. DOUGLAS OVERBEY 
United States Attorney 

By: s/Gretchen Mohr _ 

GRETCHEN MOHR 
Assistant United States Attorney 
800 Market St., Suite 211 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 
(865)545-4167 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Special Agent Bryan C. Williams, hereby verify and declare under penalty of peijury as 
provided by 28 U.S.C. § 1746, the following: 

That I have read the foregoing Verified Complaint In Rem and know the contents thereof, 
and that the matters contained in the Verified Complaint In Rem are true to my own knowledge, 
except that those matters herein stated to be alleged on information and belief and as to those 
matters I believe them to be true. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the 
official files and records of the United States, information supplied to me by other law 
enforcement officers, as well as my investigation of this case, together with others, as a Special 
Agent of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives. 

I hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the United States of 
America that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 3 rd day of June, 2019. 



Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
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Gretchen Mohr, Assistant United States Attorney 
800 Market St., Suite 211 
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(865) 545-4167 
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